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Here it is.   You can look at it and, if you like, you

can attach it to your plan."

"Thank you, sir."

He handed me a page of notes which I took eagerly
and walked into the ante-room.

This is a very interesting paper, well worked out.
The difficulties we are up against in putting it into
effect are two:

(a) The lack of local personnel of a type we can
rely on to undertake such work and carry it
through.

(6) The fact that, except in the very mountainous

districts, these bands would probably be given

away by other local inhabitants and liquidated.

Both  these   difficulties   could   be   overcome   in

the Alouite country, and in certain parts of the

Lebanon where the country is suitable and the people

tough.   They might also be overcome in the Druze

country. . . .

Outside in the ante-room I heard the door from the
street open, the clatter of heavy boots coming to atten-
tion, and then a voice say:

" Good morning, sir! "

" Hello, Ernest!   How are you ?''

The door into the study opened and they both walked
in.

"Hello, laddie, fancy seeing you here! Sorry I
missed you in Aleppo. Did you get on all right ? "

The Colonel showed Altounyan the memo which he
took and read slowly, with that curiously intent con-
centration which seemed to be derived from every limb.